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Volkswagen Beetle Convertibles and
1972–1977 Volkswagen Beetle Sedans
are identical to their U.S. certified
counterparts with respect to compliance
with Standard Nos. 102 Transmission
Shift Lever Sequence * * *., 103
Defrosting and Defogging Systems, 104
Windshield Wiping and Washing
Systems, 105 Hydraulic Brake
Systems, 106 Brake Hoses, 109 New
Pneumatic Tires, 113 Hood Latch
Systems, 116 Brake Fluid, 124
Accelerator Control Systems, 201
Occupant Protection in Interior Impact,
202 Head Restraints, 203 Impact
Protection for the Driver from the
Steering Control System, 204 Steering
Control Rearward Displacement, 205
Glazing Materials, 206 Door Locks and
Door Retention Components, 207
Seating Systems, 209 Seat Belt
Assemblies, 210 Seat Belt Assembly
Anchorages, 212 Windshield
Retention, 216 Roof Crush Resistance,
219 Windshield Zone Intrusion, and
302 Flammability of Interior Materials.

Petitioner also contends that non-U.S.
certified 1972–1979 Volkswagen Beetle
Convertibles and 1972–1977
Volkswagen Beetle Sedans are capable
of being readily altered to meet the
following standards, in the manner
indicated:

Standard No. 101 Controls and
Displays: (a) Substitution of a lens
marked ‘‘Brake’’ for a lens with a
noncomplying symbol on the brake
failure indicator lamp; (b) installation of
a seat belt warning lamp that displays
the appropriate symbol; (c) recalibration
of the speedometer/odometer from
kilometers to miles per hour.

Standard No. 108 Lamps, Reflective
Devices and Associated Equipment: (a)
Installation of U.S.-model headlamp
assemblies; (b) installation of U.S.-
model front and rear sidemarker/
reflector assemblies; (c) installation of
U.S.-model taillamp assemblies.

Standard No. 110 Tire Selection and
Rims: installation of a tire information
placard.

Standard No. 111 Rearview Mirror:
replacement of the passenger side
rearview mirror with a U.S.-model
component.

Standard No. 114 Theft Protection:
installation of a warning buzzer
microswitch and a warning buzzer in
the steering lock assembly.

Standard No. 208 Occupant Crash
Protection: (a) Installation of a U.S.-
model seat belt in the driver’s seating
position, or a belt webbing actuated
microswitch inside the driver’s seat belt
retractor; (b) installation of an ignition
switch actuated seat belt warning lamp
and buzzer. The petitioner also states
that the vehicles are equipped with

combination lap and shoulder restraints
that adjust by means of an automatic
retractor and release by means of a
single push button in the front
designated seating positions, and with
combination lap and shoulder restraints
that release by means of a single push
button in the rear outboard designated
seating positions.

Standard No. 214 Side Impact
Protection: installation of reinforcing
beams.

Standard No. 301 Fuel System
Integrity: installation of a rollover valve
in the fuel tank vent line between the
fuel tank and the evaporative emissions
collection canister.

Additionally, the petitioner states that
the bumpers on non-U.S. certified 1972–
1979 Volkswagen Beetle Convertibles
and 1972–1977 Volkswagen Beetle
Sedans must be reinforced, or U.S.-
model bumper components must be
installed, to comply with the Bumper
Standard found in 49 CFR Part 581.

Additionally, the petitioner states that
a vehicle identification number plate
must be affixed to non-U.S. certified
1972–1979 Volkswagen Beetle
Convertibles and 1972–1977
Volkswagen Sedans to comply with the
requirements of 49 CFR Part 565.

Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on the petition
described above. Comments should refer
to the docket number and be submitted
to: Docket Section, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, Room
5109, 400 Seventh Street, S.W.,
Washington, DC 20590. It is requested
but not required that 10 copies be
submitted.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated above will be considered, and
will be available for examination in the
docket at the above address both before
and after that date. To the extent
possible, comments filed after the
closing date will also be considered.
Notice of final action on the petition
will be published in the Federal
Register pursuant to the authority
indicated below.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A) and
(b)(1); 49 CFR 593.8; delegations of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Issued on: September 24, 1997.

Marilynne Jacobs,
Director, Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance.
[FR Doc. 97–25905 Filed 9–29–97; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

Release of Waybill Data

The Surface Transportation Board has
received requests from Canadian
National Railway Company (WB525—
9/22/97), and from the Alliance for Rail
Competition (WB527—9/19/97) for
permission to use certain data from the
Board’s Carload Waybill Samples. A
copy of these requests may be obtained
from the Office of Economics,
Environmental Analysis, and
Administration.

The waybill sample contains
confidential railroad and shipper data;
therefore, if any parties object to these
requests, they should file their
objections with the Director of the
Board’s Office of Economics,
Environmental Analysis, and
Administration within 14 calendar days
of the date of this notice. The rules for
release of waybill data are codified at 49
CFR 1244.8.

Contact: James A. Nash, (202) 565–1542.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 97–25926 Filed 9–29–97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Docket No. AB–290 (Sub-No. 190X)]

Norfolk Southern Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption—in Fayette
County, AL

On September 10, 1997, Norfolk
Southern Railway Company (NSR) filed
with the Surface Transportation Board
(Board) a petition under 49 U.S.C. 10502
for exemption from the provisions of 49
U.S.C. 10903 to abandon a line of
railroad known as the Berry-Belk Line,
extending from railroad milepost 862.8
at Berry, AL to railroad milepost 884.9
at or near Belk, (Covin), AL, a distance
of 22.1 miles in Fayette County, AL. The
line traverses U.S. Postal Service ZIP
Code 35545 and includes the stations of
Berry (milepost 862.8), Fayette
(milepost 878.6), and Covin (Belk)
(milepost 884.9).

The line does not contain federally
granted rights-of-way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s
possession will be made available
promptly to those requesting it. The
interest of railroad employees will be
protected by the conditions set forth in
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
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1 Although NSR believes that the line is not
suitable for public use, we will nevertheless
entertain public use/trail use requests.

Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979).

By issuance of this notice, the Board
is instituting an exemption proceeding
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A final
decision will be issued by December 29,
1997.

Any offer of financial assistance
(OFA) under 49 CFR 1152.27(b)(2) will
be due no later than 10 days after
service of a decision granting the
petition for exemption. Each OFA must
be accompanied by a $900 filing fee. See
49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

All interested persons should be
aware that, following abandonment of
rail service and salvage of the line, the
line may be suitable for other public
use, including interim trail use.1 Any
request for a public use condition under
49 CFR 1152.28 or for trail use/rail
banking under 49 CFR 1152.29 will be
due no later than October 20, 1997. Each
trail use request must be accompanied
by a $150 filing fee. See 49 CFR
1002.2(f)(27).

All filings in response to this notice
must refer to STB Docket No. AB–290
(Sub-No. 190X) and must be sent to: (1)
Surface Transportation Board, Office of
the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001; and (2) James R. Paschall, General
Attorney, Norfolk Southern Railway
Company, Three Commercial Place,
Norfolk, VA 23510–2191.

Persons seeking further information
concerning abandonment procedures
may contact the Board’s Office of Public
Services at (202) 565–1592 or refer to
the full abandonment or discontinuance
regulations at 49 CFR part 1152.
Questions concerning environmental
issues may be directed to the Board’s
Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) at (202) 565–1545. [TDD for the
hearing impaired is available at (202)
565–1695.]

An environmental assessment (EA) (or
environmental impact statement (EIS), if
necessary), prepared by SEA will be
served upon all parties of record and
upon any agencies or other persons who
commented during its preparation. Any
other persons who would like to obtain
a copy of the EA (or EIS) may contact
SEA. EAs in these abandonment
proceedings normally will be made
available within 60 days of the filing of
the petition. The deadline for
submission of comments on the EA will
generally be within 30 days of its
service.

Decided: September 24, 1997.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 97–25925 Filed 9–29–97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Customs Service

Modification of National Customs
Automation Program Test Regarding
Reconciliation

AGENCY: Customs Service, Treasury.
ACTION: General notice.

SUMMARY: A notice published in the
Federal Register on February 6, 1997,
announced Customs plan to conduct a
prototype test of reconciliation. This
document is a replacement for that
notice. This document notifies the trade
community of changes to the prototype
test and sets forth the policy which
makes this prototype the exclusive
means to reconcile entries, pursuant to
19 U.S.C. 1484(b). The prototype will
henceforth be referred to as the
Automated Commercial System (ACS)
Reconciliation Prototype.

This document invites public
comments concerning any aspect of the
planned test, informs interested
members of the public of the
requirements for voluntary
participation, and establishes the
process for developing evaluation
criteria. To participate in this prototype,
certain information, as outlined in this
notice, must be filed with Customs prior
to filing Reconciliations. It is important
to note that resources expended by the
trade and Customs on these prototypes
may not carry forward to the final
program.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The testing period of
this prototype will commence no earlier
than October 1, 1998, will run for
approximately two years, and may be
extended. The prototype will be limited
to consumption entries filed on or after
October 1, 1998, through September 30,
2000. Comments concerning the test are
requested by November 14, 1997. A
subsequent notice will be published in
the Federal Register to announce the
opening date of the application period,
and specify any changes made to this
prototype as a result of the comments
received from the public.
ADDRESSES: Written comments
regarding this notice should be
addressed to Ms. Shari McCann,
Reconciliation Team, U.S. Customs
Service, 1301 Constitution Ave, NW,

Room 1315, Washington, DC, 20229–
0001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Shari McCann, at (202) 927–1106, or Mr.
Don Luther at (202) 927–0915.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Title VI of the North American Free
Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(the Act), Pub.L. 103–182, 107 Stat.
2057 (December 8, 1993), contains
provisions pertaining to Customs
Modernization (107 Stat. 2170). Subtitle
B of Title VI establishes the National
Customs Automation Program (NCAP)—
an automated and electronic system for
the processing of commercial
importations. Section 637 of the Act
amended Section 484 of the Tariff Act
of 1930 to establish a new subsection
(b), entitled ‘‘Reconciliation’’, a planned
component of the NCAP. Section
101.9(b) of the Customs Regulations (19
CFR 101.9(b)) provides for the testing of
NCAP components. See, TD 95–21. This
test is established pursuant to those
regulations. This document modifies the
prototype test of reconciliation that was
announced in the Federal Register (62
FR 5673) on February 6, 1997, and
replaces that document.

In General

Concurrent with this Automated
Commercial System (ACS)
Reconciliation Prototype, Customs is
designing a reconciliation component
under the National Customs Automation
Program Prototype (NCAP/P) in the
Automated Commercial Environment
(see, 62 FR 14731, dated March 27,
1997).

Thus, except for participation in the
NCAP/P and upon implementation of
this prototype, any party who elects to
reconcile entries pursuant to 19 U.S.C.
1484(b) may only do so through this
prototype. This prototype will serve as
the exclusive means to reconcile entries
for (1) value, (2) classification, (3)
merchandise entered under Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTSUS) heading 9802 or (4)
merchandise entered under the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). All practices with respect to
block liquidation/block appraisement
(liquidating one entry summary or some
entry summaries for a periodic
adjustment affecting many entry
summaries) will cease and such post-
entry adjustments will take place via the
ACS Reconciliation Prototype. All
importers may apply for this prototype.
Details on the application process are
explained below.
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